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Summary	
  /	
  Justification	
  /	
  Evidence:	
  
An	
  alternative	
  approach	
  is	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  Algebra	
  Labs;	
  however,	
  
they	
  are	
  not	
  integrated	
  into	
  the	
  lessons	
  themselves.	
  	
  This	
  book	
  
focuses	
  on	
  just	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  procedures	
  without	
  big	
  ideas	
  and	
  
connections.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  

Important	
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  Ideas:	
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Summary	
  /	
  Justification	
  /	
  Evidence:	
  
Topics	
  	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  disconnected	
  and	
  taught	
  as	
  isolated	
  topics.	
  	
  There	
  
is	
  little	
  taught	
  as	
  multiple	
  approaches	
  	
  (ie	
  factoring	
  lessons	
  8.3	
  -­‐	
  8.5,	
  
excluding	
  optional	
  Algebra	
  Labs).	
  Little	
  to	
  no	
  multiple	
  approaches	
  
given.	
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Summary	
  /	
  Justification	
  /	
  Evidence:	
  
These	
  were	
  not	
  developed	
  conceptually	
  (ie	
  equations	
  2.1-­‐2.3	
  and	
  
exponents	
  8-­‐3).	
  The	
  skills	
  were	
  taught	
  in	
  isolation,	
  and	
  the	
  
procedure	
  is	
  the	
  primary	
  focus	
  as	
  each	
  new	
  lesson	
  begins	
  with	
  the	
  
"how-­‐to"	
  and	
  4-­‐5	
  worked	
  out	
  examples.	
  	
  Without	
  requiring	
  students	
  
to	
  think,	
  they	
  are	
  told	
  to	
  follow	
  step-­‐by-­‐step	
  instructions	
  to	
  solve	
  
each	
  problem	
  (p.	
  113).	
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  /	
  Justification	
  /	
  Evidence:	
  
Most	
  problems	
  only	
  require	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  skils	
  and	
  procedures	
  focused	
  
on	
  in	
  that	
  lesson.	
  	
  Critical	
  thinking	
  and	
  error	
  analysis	
  type	
  problems	
  
are	
  presented	
  late	
  in	
  the	
  problem	
  set	
  instead	
  of	
  being	
  incorporated	
  
early	
  in	
  the	
  learning	
  to	
  reinforce	
  conceptual	
  understanding	
  (lesson	
  
6-­‐4	
  -­‐	
  critical	
  thinking	
  #29	
  and	
  error	
  analysis	
  #31).	
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